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RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are located out the side exit through 
the library and on the lower level through the 
dining room, across from the kitchen. 

COAT RACKS
Coat Racks are located at the Tower Door, Main 
Sanctuary Doors by the elevator, and on the Lower 
Level at the bottom of the stairs to the sanctuary. 
Feel free to ask a Host for assistance. 

COLORED PENCILS
Colored pencils are in the pews for all to use. 
Feel free to color throughout these handouts. 
Leadership knows that listening and keeping our 
hands busy is valuable and we won’t get offended.

CHILDREN’S SPACE
If you have children and are nervous about them 
being loud, the space to the right of the sanctuary 
is set up for kids and you. We also have worship 
bags available in the back. 

COMMUNION
On Communion Sundays, all are welcome to come 
to the table for communion. Wine and juice are 
available.

We are honored to have you at First Congregational United Church of Christ - no matter where you 
come from or how long you have been away. We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting 

with all people regardless of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All people are 
welcome to participate fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and leadership 

of the congregation. For more information please visit: ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona

FCC LIVE 
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook 
Live and YouTube Live.  Please help support this 
ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The 
two sections behind the cross aisle are reserved 
for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details. 

LET US SUPPORT YOU
We are here to support you on your journey in 
faith.  Reach out to us, we would be honored to 
speak with you. Contact the office and we’ll help 
you get connected to a pastor. 

Office Phone: (309)-762-0787   
Email: admin@fccmoline.org.

Welcome

Thank you for worshiping with us!
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Gathering As God’s People 

PRELUDE  “Prelude” - Claude Debussy

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ, where no matter who you are or where you 
are in life’s journey... You are welcome here!

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Have you understood God’s thoughts toward us?
Have you listened to glad news of deliverance?

We are here to receive God’s message.
Our hearts are open to the Word we will hear.

Listen, all who are near and all who are far away,
God is calling us as servants and as saints.

Usually we do not think of ourselves in that way.
We resist lowly roles, but we do not aspire to sainthood.

Do not be afraid to serve God with your whole being.
Neither fear the call to join the saints of Jesus Christ.

We trust that God will strengthen us for our tasks.
We are ready to be led into new responsibilities.

*GATHERING SONG  “Holy God we Praise Your Name” -  Hymn 460

Preparing Our Hearts
*OPENING PRAYER 

God, we wait for you to hear our cries. We come from desperate situations and many 
moments of despair. Then, when you call us together, we are challenged to be and to do 
more than we have already faced. We have spent our strength. How can we do more? Will 
you renew us here? We feel that we have labored in vain. Will you help us make sense out 
of our failures? Come with your saving help. Amen

*CALL TO CONFESSION
The church of which we are a part has a long record of faithful worship and service. Yet, it is easy 
to settle into routines and rituals that lose the urgency of the gospel. 

We become complacent, and our focus narrows to our own immediate concerns. Let us 
return to God for cleansing from our sin.
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
We come back to you, O Holy One, to renew our commitment. We confess that pride has 
led us to embrace false gods. We spend more time with our hobbies than with your cause. 
We pay more attention to our toys than to your truth. Your law is no longer in our hearts. 
We have neglected the spiritual gifts entrusted to us. We have forgotten that we have 
been named and baptized and commissioned for service. O God, bring us back to yourself. 
Amen

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Hear the glad news of deliverance. God’s saving help is available to us. God’s mercy is sure. We 
can leave our idols and reorder our priorities. We are empowered by God’s steadfast love and 
faithfulness to become all we are meant to be. Sing a new song of praise to our God!

*PASSING OF PEACE The peace of Christ be with you all... And also with you.

CHILDRENS’ TIME

Listening To God’s Word 
ISAIAH 49:1-7   

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you 
peoples from far away! The LORD called me 
before I was born, while I was in my mother’s 
womb he named me. He made my mouth like a 
sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid 
me away. And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” But I said, “I 
have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for 
nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the LORD, and my reward with my God.” And now 
the LORD says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and 
that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, and my God has 
become my strength-he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the 
tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my 
salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his 
Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and 
stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the LORD, who is faithful, the 
Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”
Thanks be to God
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PSALM 40:1-11  
I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry.

He drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, 
making my steps secure.

He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will see and fear, and put their 
trust in the LORD.

Happy are those who make the LORD their trust, who do not turn to the proud, to those 
who go astray after false gods.

You have multiplied, O LORD my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; none 
can compare with you. Were I to proclaim and tell of them, they would be more than can be 
counted.

Sacrifice and offering you do not desire, but you have given me an open ear. Burnt offering 
and sin offering you have not required.

Then I said, “Here I am; in the scroll of the book it is written of me. I delight to do your will, O my 
God; your law is within my heart.”

I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; see, I have not 
restrained my lips, as you know, O LORD.

I have not hidden your saving help within my heart, I have spoken of your faithfulness and 
your salvation; I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great 
congregation.

Do not, O LORD, withhold your mercy from me; let your steadfast love and your 
faithfulness keep me safe forever.

CAMPANELLA BELLS  “With Timbrel and Dance” - Margaret Tucker

*1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-18  
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be 
in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind 
and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels 
among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I 
belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was 
Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none 
of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. (I did 
baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone 
else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent 
wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. For the message about the 
cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God.

Praise to you O Christ.
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Responding To God’s Word
SERMON  

SONG OF PREPARATION  “Just As I Am” - Hymn 370

PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
Let us offer to God our tithes and offerings.

Please fill out the tear offering the Bridge and place it in the offering plate for 
attendance. Thank you! Hosts will collect the offering.  Alternatively you can give online 
by scanning the QR Code.

CAMPANELLA BELLS  
“Morning Has Broken” - arr Lloyd Larson

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Let us pray.

God of the saints in every age and time, we are 
grateful for the privilege of being numbered 
among them as we invest our gifts from you. 
Because of your generosity, we have not lacked 
for anything we really need. Grant now that our 
words and deeds may follow our offering into 
loving service in your realm. Amen
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Flowers

The altar flowers given  
in loving memory of... 

  
Henry A. Ainsworth

Sarah Andrews Ainsworth
Sarah Anderson Ainsworth

Going Forth as Disciples
*SENDING SONG  “Lead On O King Eternal - Hymn 447

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE  ”My Rock, My Fortress” - Dennis Eliot
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