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RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are located out the side exit through 
the library and on the lower level through the 
dining room, across from the kitchen. 

COAT RACKS
Coat Racks are located at the Tower Door, Main 
Sanctuary Doors by the elevator, and on the Lower 
Level at the bottom of the stairs to the sanctuary. 
Feel free to ask a Host for assistance. 

COLORED PENCILS
Colored pencils are in the pews for all to use. 
Feel free to color throughout these handouts. 
Leadership knows that listening and keeping our 
hands busy is valuable and we won’t get offended.

CHILDREN’S SPACE
If you have children and are nervous about them 
being loud, the space to the right of the sanctuary 
is set up for kids and you. We also have worship 
bags available in the back. 

COMMUNION
On Communion Sundays, all are welcome to come 
to the table for communion. Wine and juice are 
available.

We are honored to have you at First Congregational United Church of Christ - no matter where you 
come from or how long you have been away. We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting 

with all people regardless of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All people are 
welcome to participate fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and leadership 

of the congregation. For more information please visit: ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona

FCC LIVE 
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook 
Live and YouTube Live.  Please help support this 
ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The 
two sections behind the cross aisle are reserved 
for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details. 

LET US SUPPORT YOU
We are here to support you on your journey in 
faith.  Reach out to us, we would be honored to 
speak with you. Contact the office and we’ll help 
you get connected to a pastor. 

Office Phone: (309)-762-0787   
Email: admin@fccmoline.org.

Welcome

Thank you for worshiping with us!
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Gathering As God’s People 

PRELUDE  “Jesus, Thou Lead On”.   Paul Manz

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ, where no matter who you are or where you 
are in life’s journey... You are welcome here!

STEWARDSHIP SPEAKER Mary Newcomb: Our amazing confirmation class

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Come, all who have known gloom and anguish.
Come, all who have walked amid terrors of the night.

Sometimes we have felt oppressed and forsaken.
Our losses seem greater than we can bear.

God is our light and our salvation.
God is our stronghold; we need not fear.

Enemies lose their power when we look up to God.
We come now, seeking God’s face.

Come, behold the beauty of our God.
Come to find shelter in a day of trouble.

We will sing and make melody to God.
We will dare to lift up shouts of joy.

*GATHERING SONG  “Fight the Good Fight” - Hymn 307

Preparing Our Hearts
*OPENING PRAYER 

Shine on us today, gracious God, for we need the light and salvation you offer. Come to 
each one gathered here, and to all who are a part of this community of faith. Come to our 
city, our nation, our world, to still the quarrels and dissolve the enmity among us. Come 
with good news of health and wholeness for everyone. Do not cast us off, do not forsake 
us, O God of our salvation.. Amen

*CALL TO CONFESSION
Jesus came to Galilee with the message of John the Baptist:  Repent, for God’s realm has come 
near. His invitation went out to common everyday folks:  Follow me. We too are called to repent 
and to follow.
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Turn our lives around, God. Help us to identify in ourselves those parts of us that need to 
change if we are to experience your joy. Too long we have been hiding in the shadows, 
reluctant to express our faith. Too long we have shunned the light, afraid of what might 
be exposed. Too long we have avoided people with whom we have a quarrel, refusing 
to build bridges across our differences. Save us from ourselves that we may enjoy your 
realm. Amen

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Light has come. Salvation is poured out on those who accept it. God is gracious and reaches out to 
welcome us. We are free to accept the invitation to follow Jesus. There is good news of forgiveness 
and healing to be shared. Let us do it

*PASSING OF PEACE The peace of Christ be with you all... And also with you.

CHILDRENS’ TIME

Listening To God’s Word 
ISAIAH 9:1-4   

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious 
the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked 
in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness on them light has 
shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with 
joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

Thanks be to God

PSALM 27:1, 4-9 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of 
whom shall I be afraid?

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
One thing I asked of the Lord, that I will seek after: to live in the house of the Lord all the days of 
my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple.

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his 
tent: he will set me high on a rock.

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
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Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with 
shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord.

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me!

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, Lord, do I seek.

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my 
help. Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation!

The Lord is my light and my salvation.

CHANCEL CHOIR  “I Want To Walk As A Child of the Light” arr. Benjamin Harlan

*1 MATTHEW 4:12-23  
Now when Jesus heard that John had been 
arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth 
and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in 
the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what 
had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might 
be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on 
the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of 
the Gentiles the people who sat in darkness have 
seen a great light, and for those who sat in the 
region and shadow of death light has dawned.” 
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” As he 
walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew, his brother, casting a net into the sea for they were 
fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” Immediately 
they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James 
son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, 
and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. Jesus went 
throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom 
and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.

Praise to you O Christ.
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Responding To God’s Word
SERMON  

HYMN OF PREPARATION  “Blest Be The Tie That Binds” - Hymn 438 

PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
Let us offer to God our tithes and offerings.

Please fill out the tear offering the Bridge and place it in the offering plate for 
attendance. Thank you! Hosts will collect the offering.  Alternatively you can give online 
by scanning the QR Code.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Let us pray.

Let these gifts follow Christ’s lead into the lives of people who live in poverty or despair. 
O God, use them to heal divisions among your children. Show us how to be instruments 
of peace. Ready us to follow Jesus, to make an offering of ourselves, not just our money. 
Teach us so we may teach others. Heal us so we can become instruments of healing. To 
these purposes we dedicate this offering and our lives. Amen
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Going Forth as Disciples
*SENDING SONG  “The Church’s One Foundation” - Hymn 442

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE  “The God of Abraham Praise”    Hal Hopson
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