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RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are located out the side exit through 
the library and on the lower level through the 
dining room, across from the kitchen. 

COAT RACKS
Coat Racks are located at the Tower Door, Main 
Sanctuary Doors by the elevator, and on the Lower 
Level at the bottom of the stairs to the sanctuary. 
Feel free to ask a Host for assistance. 

COLORED PENCILS
Colored pencils are in the pews for all to use. 
Feel free to color throughout these handouts. 
Leadership knows that listening and keeping our 
hands busy is valuable and we won’t get offended.

CHILDREN’S SPACE
If you have children and are nervous about them 
being loud, the space to the right of the sanctuary 
is set up for kids and you. We also have worship 
bags available in the back. 

COMMUNION
On Communion Sundays, all are welcome to come 
to the table for communion. Wine and juice are 
available.

We are honored to have you at First Congregational United Church of Christ - no matter where you 
come from or how long you have been away. We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting 

with all people regardless of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All people are 
welcome to participate fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and leadership 

of the congregation. For more information please visit: ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona

FCC LIVE 
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook 
Live and YouTube Live.  Please help support this 
ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The 
two sections behind the cross aisle are reserved 
for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details. 

LET US SUPPORT YOU
We are here to support you on your journey in 
faith.  Reach out to us, we would be honored to 
speak with you. Contact the office and we’ll help 
you get connected to a pastor. 

Office Phone: (309)-762-0787   
Email: admin@fccmoline.org.

Welcome

Thank you for worshiping with us!
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Gathering As God’s People 

PRELUDE  “Now Let Us All Praise God and Sing” Gordon Young

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ, where no matter who you are or where you 
are in life’s journey... You are welcome here!

STEWARDSHIP SPEAKER Abby Stickell: Christian Edu and presentation of 3rd grade bibles

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Come, all who are haughty and proud,
who boast of your own wisdom and virtue.

Come, all who ignore the saving acts of God, 
And use religious ritual to exalt yourselves.

Come, all who live by deceit and lies,
whose wrongdoing has no inner corrective.

Come, all who are weak, lowly, and despised,
who dare not challenge the powerful.

All of us are summoned to this hour of worship.
Come, as you are, to meet your God.

We come to the Source of Life to plead our case
and to find truth by which to live.

*GATHERING SONG   “My Faith Looks Up To Thee” (383)

Preparing Our Hearts
*OPENING PRAYER 

Let the mountains hear our voices raised in prayer and praise, wise and holy God. We 
gather in this sacred place to honor and adore you. We come humbly, claiming the cross 
of Jesus Christ as our sign. We give thanks that you lift up the weak and lowly, defy the 
world’s foolishness, and invite us to share in life at its fullest and best as disciples of Jesus. 
We want to accept your invitation. Amen

*CALL TO CONFESSION
God knows the intent of our hearts as we come to this time of repentance. Are we intent on doing 
justice? Do we love mercy? Are we ready to walk humbly with our Creator? If so, God is ready to 
hear our prayers.
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, we confess that we have accepted the world’s wisdom as our guide. We have been 
impressed by the power of weapons and the importance of high positions. We measure 
worth by the number of possessions we command. We have been unkind in our speech 
and uncaring in our deeds. We have doubted the power of the cross to save. Turn us 
around, holy God, that we might be blessed. Amen

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
God destroys the wisdom of those who think themselves wise. God chooses the weak and foolish 
to shame those who think themselves strong and all-knowing. The God who forgives calls us to a 
life of kindness in word and deed, mercy toward both friend and foe, and justice in all our dealings. 
Thanks be to God for setting before us standards that surpass our highest aspirations, along with 
the possibility for joyous fulfillment.

*PASSING OF PEACE The peace of Christ be with you all... And also with you.

CHILDRENS’ TIME

Listening To God’s Word 
MICAH 6:1-8   

Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your 
voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the 
earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel.       “O my 
people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me!  For I brought you up 
from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam.  O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam 
son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to 
Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”  “With 
what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before 
God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with 
calves a year old?  Will the LORD be pleased with thousands 
of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin 
of my soul?”  He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what 
does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
Thanks be to God
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PSALM 15 
O LORD, who may abide in your tent? Who may dwell on your holy hill?

Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right, and speak the truth from their heart.
Those who do these things shall never be moved.

Who do not slander with their tongue, and do no evil to their friends, nor take up a reproach 
against their neighbors;

THOSE WHO DO THESE THINGS SHALL NEVER BE MOVED.
In whose eyes the wicked are despised, but who honor those who fear the LORD; who stand by 
their oath even to their hurt;

THOSE WHO DO THESE THINGS SHALL NEVER BE MOVED.
Who do not lend money at interest, and do not take a bribe against the innocent. Those who do 
these things shall never be moved.

AMEN! THOSE WHO DO THESE THINGS SHALL NEVER BE MOVED.

CHANCEL CHOIR  “Fairest Lord Jesus” arr. Mark Hayes

*MATTHEW 5:1-12  
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came 
to him.  Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were  
before you.
Praise to you O Christ.
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Responding To God’s Word
SERMON - Downward Mobility  

HYMN OF PREPARATION   “Be Thou My Vision” (339)

PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
Let us offer to God our tithes and offerings.

Please fill out the tear offering the Bridge and place it in the offering plate for 
attendance. Thank you! Hosts will collect the offering.  Alternatively you can give online 
by scanning the QR Code.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Let us pray.

We devote ourselves and these tokens of our thankfulness toward 
the realization of your reign among us, holy God. We pray for purity 
of heart as we hunger and thirst for righteousness and as we seek 
to be peacemakers. We rejoice in this opportunity to share in the 
extension of your realm. Bless us and our offering, we pray, in Jesus’ 
name. Amen
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Flowers

“The altar flowers are given in 
celebration of my husband’s  

80th birthday.”
- Nancy Lackey

Going Forth as Disciples
*SENDING SONG  “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” (8)

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE  “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” arr. Tornquist

ALTAR FLOWERS A new year has started and our altar flower ministry is in need of your help. There are four (4) 
Sundays available for donating flowers this year. The price of donating an arrangement of flowers for the altar is $45.00 

plus tax. Flowers by Staacks provides the flowers and will take care of billing you or you may order your own from another 
florist. If you order your own you will be responsible for the order and getting the flowers to church. The flowers can be 

in memory of a loved one, celebrating a birthday, anniversary or even grandchildren or to honor someone. Please call or 
email me if you are interested: Nancy Lackey, 309-230-2826, nancylackey@yahoo.com
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